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of what is now Poland, all modern Lithuania, western
Latvia, the city of Riga and the Moon Sound Islands.

" What principles guided you, General, in drawing this
line ? " Trotsky asked ironically.

" The indicated line is dictated by military considera-
tions ; it assures the people living on this side of the line
a tranquil organization of State life and the realization of
the right of self-determination ", was Hoffmann's reply.

Further explanations followed. In reply to Trotsky's
question as to the delimitation of the occupied areas to
the south of Brest, Hoffmann replied, that this matter
would be discussed with the Ukrainian delegates. Trotsky
remarked that it would also require an agreement between
the Soviet Government and the Ukraine. In answer to a
query of Kiihlmann's concerning the relations between the
Caucasus and the Petrograd Government, he said : " The
army of the Caucasus is completely under the command of
officers unqualifiedly devoted to the Soviet of People's
Commissars. This was confirmed about two weeks ago by
the Congress of Delegates at the Caucasian Front."

Rather than make any expression of opinion on the
merits of the case Trotsky made a general declaration to
the conference :

The position of our opponents is now absolutely clear. Germany
and Austria wish to cut off more than 150,000 square versts from
the Polish Kingdom of Lithuania,1 also the area populated by the
Ukrainians and White Russians, and further their line cuts in two
the territory of the Letts and separates the Estonian Islands from
the same people on the main land. Within these territories Germany
and Austria wish to retain their reign of military occupation, not
only after the conclusion of peace with Russia, but also after the
conclusion of a general peace. At the same time the Central Powers
refuse to give any explanation regarding the time and conditions of
evacuation. Thus the internal life of these lies for an indefinite period

1 Trotsky obviously referred to the historic Grand Duchy of Lithu-
ania, in which the upper classes were Polonized, but the vast majority
of the population were White Russian and Lithuanian.